[Percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty--treatment of symptoms or treatment of cause?].
Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty is a highly efficient therapy of an acute arterial occlusion, particularly in the coronary system. Arteriosclerosis is the most common cause of an acute occlusion of a coronary artery. However, arteriosclerosis is not only limited to the coronary circulation but is a panarterial disease. The molecular characterization of the underlying disease process and, consecutively, the individual typing of arteriosclerosis forms the basis of a targeted, personalized drug therapy. First approaches of such targeted therapies to treat arterioscleroses are currently tested in randomized, controlled trials.